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Endym ion
In  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l lo w e d  S e le n e ' s  f a l l 3  th e  Moon 
— th e  g o d d e ss  D iana o f  g o ld e n  h a ir — in  noon  
o f  th e  n ig h t  w ou ld  g a ze  on th e  s lu m b e r in g  e a r th  and dream  
o f  lo v e  b e h e ld 3  o f  human lo v e 3  and  s tr e a m  
h er  s i l v e r  sh een  a c r o s s  th e  f i e l d s  and tow n s 3  
e n c r u s t in g  them in  l i g h t .  Her a p p o in te d  rounds  
b ro u g h t t o  h e r  e y e s  a s l e e p in g  sh ep h erd . F a ir  
he w as3 and  t a l l 3  w i th  brown and c u r ly  h a ir ;  
he o f t e n  in  summer la y  upon th e  s lo p e s  
and m in g le d  in  h e r  h e a r t  w i th  wanton hopes  
h is  fo rm . For n ig h t  by  n ig h t  h e r  s o u l  d id  grow  
in to  an e c s t a s y 3  and f i e r c e l y  f lo w e d  
h er  p a in  when he3  th e  y o u th 3  was n o t  w i th o u t 3 
b e n e a th  th e  s t a r s .
A l l  f e a r  h er  lo v e  d id  r o u t 3 
and sh e  th en  p o u re d  h e r  h e a r t  l i k e  w in e  in to  
t h i s  v e s s e l  f o r  h er  lo v e .  And each  n ig h t  th ro u g h 3 
th e  sk y  was em pty 3 b a r re n  o f  th e  m oon's l i g h t ;  
th e  c lo u d s  s a i l e d  on in  d a rk n e ss ;  men i n  f r i g h t  
th e n  p r o p h e s ie d  s tr a n g e  h a p p en in g s; f a r  more 
th e  s t a r s  seem ed b r ig h t .  D iana s to o d  b e f o r e  
th e  s l e e p in g  sh ep h erd  h ere  on e a r th  and g a ze d 3 
f lo o d in g  w i th  h er  l i g h t ;  sh e  k n e l t  and r a i s e d  
h is  head o n to  h er  la p  and g e n t l y  k i s s e d  him 3 
n or deem ed t h a t  d a y s  e x i s t e d  ' f o r e  sh e  w i s t  him.
B ut law s o f  J o ve  w ere  b roken  by t h i s  lo v e :  
th e  a b s e n t  moon was n o te d  from  a b o ve 3 
and J o ve  on h ig h  Olympus c a l l e d  h er  th e r e .
E n th ron ed  in  b la c k 3  w i th  m ig h ty  arm or b a r e 3 
he s a t  a u s te r e  and s a id :  "This lo v e  s h a l l  d i e .
Your c h o ic e  I  g iv e  b e tw een  h is  d e a th  and a y 3  
e t e r n a l  s l e e p .  "
She ch o se  a t  le n g th  th e  s l e e p  
f o r  h e r  f a i r  lo v e ;  sh e  ch o se  to  la y  him d eep  
w ith in  a c r y s t a l  c a v e r n 3 on m ossy bed .
The ch a m b er's  l i t  by  s e c r e t  f i r e s  u n fed  
by human hands: w i th in  th e  w a l l s  th e r e  bloom
and d i e  th e  p a t t e r n s  o f  th e  f la m e s . The room 3  
a l l  warm3  a l l  t e m p le - l i k e ,  i s  w here sh e p r a y s  
— when m on th ly  v i g i l  sh e  w i l l  k e e p — th e  w ays 
o f  J o ve  w i l l  change 3 f o r  lo v e  from  law s s e t  f r e e ;  
and a ye  sh e dream s o f  d a ys  when t h i s  s h a l l  b e .
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